Japan radiation leaks force 140,000 indoors 

One Hundred times normal levels of radiation reported near stricken plant 

SOMA, Japan— Dangerous levels of radiation leaking from a crippled nuclear plant forced Japan to order 140,000 people to seal themselves indoors Tuesday after an explosion and a fire dramatically escalated the crisis spawned by a deadly quake and tsunami. 

Tokyo reported slightly elevated radiation levels, but officials said the increase was too small to threaten the 39 million people in and around the capital, about 170 miles away. Closer to the stricken nuclear complex, the streets in the coastal city of Soma were empty as the few residents who remained there heeded the government's warning to stay indoors. 

Officials just south of Fukushima reported up to 100 times the normal levels of radiation Tuesday morning, Kyodo News agency reported. While those figures are worrying if there is prolonged exposure, they are far from fatal. 

'Please do not go outside' 
Edano and other officials warned there is danger of more leaks and told people living within nineteen miles of the Fukushima complex to stay indoors to avoid exposure that could make people sick. 

"Please do not go outside. Please stay indoors. Please close windows and make your homes airtight," Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano told residents in the danger zone. 

"These are figures that potentially affect health. There is no mistake about that," he said. 

Weather forecasts for Fukushima were for snow and wind from the northeast Tuesday evening, blowing southwest toward Tokyo, then shifting and blowing west out to sea. That's important because it shows which direction a possible nuclear cloud might blow. 

Friday's 9.0-magnitude earthquake and the ensuing tsunami have killed more than 10,000 people on the island of Japan.
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Name ___________________________

Informational Text “Japan Radiation”

Global connection 

1. On what website would you find your own copy of this informational selection?
a. New York Times
b. The website is not listed
c. LA Times
d. ABC News Online



2. How many “times normal levels of radiation” were reported?
a. 10,000

b. 100
c. 140,000
d. 170 

3. According to the map, the country of Japan could be best described as what?
a. A nuclear power plant
b. Russia
c. An island

d. A landlocked country

4. From which Japanese city is the reporting taking place?

a. Tokyo
b. Soma
c. Fukushima

d. Seoul

5. The bold printed “Please do not go outside” is an example of what?
a. a title 

b. an author

c. a website

d. a subheading

6. Who told residents to “stay indoors”?

a. a teacher

b. Soma

c. Weather forecasters

d. Yukio Edano

7. On what body of water is the city of Sendai located?
a. Sea of Japan
b. Pacific Ocean
c. East China Sea
d. Yellow Sea


8. The most likely purpose of this selection is . . . 
a. to inform readers about possible radiation
b. to persuade readers to send Japan money
c. to show readers what Japan looks like
d. to share how many people perished 

9. What is the best reason a map is included in the selection?

a. to fill up blank space on the page

b. to familiarize readers with locations of affected areas

c. to show readers what airports to use when they visit Japan

d. to relate the current weather of Japan

10. Why would the wind direction be important for residents of Japan?

11. How many people have been killed by the “earthquake and the ensuing tsunami”?

12. On what day of the week did the earthquake hit Japan?

a. it didn’t happen on a day of the week

b. Tuesday

c. Friday

d. March

13. Explain why there is a legend in the lower right corner of the map.

