Vocabulary List 7 





                    Name______________________
Ms. Ketchum | 8th LA

“. . . language is man’s way of communicating

 with his fellow man and it is language alone, 

which separates him from the lower animals.”

∞ Maya Angelou
Vocabulary in Context: When you come across a word you do not know, you may ascertain its definition by examining context clues, i.e. Use the other words (synonyms, comparisons, cause and effect, series, antonyms; also, look at the word’s prefix/suffix ) in the sentence to deduce the quasi-meaning of the word.  This may not work every time, but may most.  Read the sentences, probing for context clues and then write what you think the word means on each blank, respectively.

1. Tiger Woods, who has had countless interviews since he was six years old, is extraordinarily deft at handling reporters’ questions. _______________

2. During the test, Clint made some furtive glances at other classmates’ papers. _______________

3. The judge ruled that the testimony was germane to the trial and allowed it to be entered into the court records. _______________

4. Standing center stage with all eyes on him, the confused child was irresolute, waiting for some instruction. _______________

5. An exceptional magician or Three-card Monte dealer must be able to perform feats of legerdemain. _______________

6. Several seventh-grade girls – in need of self-esteem – gossiped about and maligned Jenna, the new girl, in order to make themselves feel better. _______________

7. There is so much monotony in Mr. Kittner’s class; I know what to expect each day. He needs to change it up once in a while! _______________

8. Because the meaning of the play was obscured, I could not understand it and, therefore, did not enjoy it. _______________

9. Spitting in someone’s face and calling his mom names will always precipitate a fight. _______________
10. The mature Army veteran, now a rule-mongering judge, was known as a stalwart in defending First Amendment rights. _______________

Antonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the opposite in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. sure, decisive, certain

_______________
2.  bold, out-in-the-open, obvious
_______________

3. clumsy, awkward, gauche
_______________
4. unimportant, insignificant
_______________

5. to delay, to postpone, slowdown ______________
6. to extol, to praise, to commend
_______________

7. a rebel, one who is uncommitted _____________
_
8. diversity, variety, excitement
_______________
9. to clarify, to disclose

_______________
One’s vocabulary needs constant fertilizing
 or it will die.” ∞ Evelyn Waugh

Definitions:
1. deft

(adj.)
moving or acting in a quick, smooth, and skillful way

2. furtive
(adj.)
secret in an underhand way; done in a way to escape notice

3. germane
(adj.)
important to the issue at hand, pertinent

4. irresolute
(adj.)
unsure and unable to make decisions; unsure of how to proceed

5. legerdemain
(n.)
a display of skill or cleverness, especially for deceitful purposes

6. malign
(v.)
to say injuriously misleading reports about someone or something
7. monotony
(n.)
boredom or dullness arising from the fact that nothing different ever happens

8. obscure
(v.)
to make something unclear, indistinct, or hidden

9. precipitate
(v.)
to cause to speedily occur; to make something happen quickly 

10. stalwart
(n.)
one who supports a cause with firm partnership; a hard-working loyal supporter

Synonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the same in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. to conceal, to confuse, (obfuscate)______________
2. to slander, to badmouth
_______________
3. a supporter, a loyalist

_______________
4. dullness, uniformity, (boredom)
_______________
5. to trigger, to cause, (to hasten)
_______________
6. stealthy, secret, (surreptitious)
_______________

7. skillful, clever, (adroit)

_______________
8. slight-of-hand, deception by using hands _______

9. relevant, connected, (apropos)
_______________
10. unsure, indecisive, (unsteady)
_______________

Your Sentences: Pick any five of this week’s vocabulary words and use them (properly) in a sentence; please circle the vocabulary word.  Do not use the vocabulary word as the terminal (last) word in the sentence.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
