Vocabulary List 1







                     Name________________________________
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“. . . language is man’s way of communicating

 with his fellow man and it is language alone 

which separates him from the lower animals.”

∞ Maya Angelou

Vocabulary in Context: When you come across a word you do not know, you may ascertain its definition by examining context clues—that is—use the other words (synonyms, comparisons, cause and effect, series, antonyms; also, look at the word’s prefix/suffix) in the sentence to deduce the quasi-meaning of the word.  This may not work every time, but may most.  Read the sentences, probing for context clues and then write what you think the word means on each blank, respectively.

1. The angry teacher rushed over to admonish the students who were creating a disturbance.  _______________

2. The water – after rising and rising from days of rain – at last breached the dam, flooding the entire Walkertown valley.   _______________
3. Before buying a new car, a person better carefully study all aspects of the automobile in a most careful, prudent, and circumspect manner.   _______________  

4. The fleeing criminals, in order to escape the pursuing police, commandeered our car and drove off, vanishing in the distance.  _______________

5. Although the entertainment center was tiny, it was so awkwardly shaped that it made for a cumbersome piece of furniture to move; it took four of us to get it down the stairs.     _______________
6. The two sides – the player and the team owner – in the contract dispute reached a deadlock when neither was willing to meet the other’s demands.  _______________

7. We had the horrific task of clearing the debris after the plane had crashed into the school building.  _______________
8. In science class, I added a few drops of red food coloring to the beaker of water and watched as they slowly diffused through the H20. _______________

9. Selecting those athletes to keep on the team and those to let go is a dilemma no coach enjoys! _______________

10. After sitting through four hours of math lecture, my thoughts became muddled, and I couldn’t remember anything. _______________

Antonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the opposite in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.
1. incautious, reckless, (hasty, careless)  
_______________

2. an easily solved problem, a cinch

_______________

3. to praise, to congratulate 

_______________

4. to clean up, to systematize

_______________

5. to seal off, to close

 
_______________

6. easy to handle, manageable

_______________

7. to assemble, to unify


______________

8. an agreement, an accord


_______________

One’s vocabulary needs constant fertilizing
 or it will die.” ∞ Evelyn Waugh
Definitions:

1. admonish

(v.) 
to caution or advise against something; to scold mildly; to remind of a duty

2. breach

(n.) 
an opening, gap; a violation or infraction;




(v.)
 to create an opening, break through

3. circumspect

(adj.) 
careful, cautious

4. commandeer

(v.)
 to seize for military or official use

5. cumbersome

(adj.) 
clumsy, hard to handle; slow-moving

6. deadlock

(n.) 
a complete standstill;




(v) 
to bring to a standstill

7. debris

(n.) 
scattered fragments, wreckage

8. diffuse

(v.) 
to spread or scatter freely or widely;

9. dilemma

(n.)
 a difficult or perplexing situation or problem

10. muddle

(v.)
 to make a mess of;




(n.) 
a hopeless mess
Synonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the same in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.
1. to take over, to seize,


_______________

2. to disperse, to scatter


_______________
3. cautious, prudent,


_______________

4. to scold, to reprimand

 
 _______________
5. unwieldy, awkward


_______________

6. an impasse, a stalemate


_____________
7. a predicament, a quandary

_______________

8. to jumble, to mix up


_______________
9. a rupture, a rift,



 _____________

10. remains, fragments,


________________ 
Your Sentences: Pick any five of this week’s vocabulary words and use them (properly) in a sentence; please underline the vocabulary word.  Do not use the vocabulary word as the terminal (last) word in the sentence.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

