Vocabulary List 2







Name_______________________________

Ms. Ketchum | 8th LA

“. . . language is man’s way of communicating

 with his fellow man and it is language alone 

which separates him from the lower animals.”

∞ Maya Angelou
Vocabulary in Context: When you come across a word you do not know, you may ascertain its definition by examining context clues—that is—use the other words (synonyms, comparisons, cause and effect, series, antonyms; also, look at the word’s prefix/suffix ) in the sentence to deduce the quasi-meaning of the word.  This may not work every time, but may most.  Read the sentences, probing for context clues and then write what you think the word means on each blank, respectively.

1. If I could efface the memory of the look of shock and disappointment on my mother’s face, I would be much happier! ____________________
2. When I first noticed how illegible my roommate’s handwriting was, I suggested that he sign up immediately for a course in penmanship. ____________________
3. Since she is so convinced that there is only one right way—her way—I find her too opinionated for my liking. ____________________

4. The unsolvable, perennial problem of wretched poverty has been around for thousands of years and will more than likely never be obliterated. ____________________

5. How can you expect to succeed at your new job when you are so predisposed to believe that it is “not right” for you? ____________________

6. Senator Green refused to relinquish the microphone to any other speaker before he had finished his speech. ____________________

7. It is too much to hope that we will be able to salvage some of the personal remains of the passengers as well as parts of the Titanic when we raise it this summer?  ____________________
8. The student’s fits is class were so spasmodic that her teachers could never predict when they would occur. ____________________

9. The new shoes – which were intended to be shown as the new Air Jordans – were so obviously spurious that they wouldn’t have fooled anyone who has seen a real pair of Air Jordans in the last thirteen years.  ____________________

10. After not winning one game last season, the team and its fans had unbridled enthusiasm and excitement after winning the state championship this year! ____________________

Antonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the opposite in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. distinct, clear, readable

_________________________
6. genuine, authentic, bona fide
_____________________

2. open-minded, reasonable
_________________________
7. to keep, to hold on to, retain
_____________________

3. brief, short-lived, fleeting, ephemeral ____________________
8. continuous, steady; chronic
_____________________

4. restrained, held in check, muted ________________________
9. to abandon, to scrap, to junk 
_____________________

5. to imprint permanently
_________________________
10. to shield from, to immunize against _________________

One’s vocabulary needs constant fertilizing

 or it will die.” ∞ Evelyn Waugh

Definitions:
1. efface

(v.) 
to wipe out; to keep oneself from being noticed

2. illegible

(adj.)
 difficult or impossible to read
3. opinionated

(adj.)
stubborn and often unreasonable in holding to one’s own ideas; closed minded

4. perennial

(adj.)
lasting for a long time, persistent

5. predispose

(v.) 
to incline to beforehand

6. relinquish

(v.)
to let go, give up

7. salvage

(v.)
to save from fire or shipwreck

8. spasmodic

(adj.)
sudden and violent but brief; fitful, intermittent

9. spurious

(adj.)
not genuine, not true, not valid

10. unbridled

(adj.) 
uncontrolled, lacking in restraint

Synonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the same in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. to incline, to make susceptible to
____________________
6. to blot out, to erase

___________________
2. false, counterfeit


____________________
7. uncontrolled, unrestrained 
___________________
3. to rescue, to recover


____________________
8. to let go, to abandon

___________________
4. irregular, intermittent


____________________
9. enduring, resistant

 ___________________

5. pigheaded, inflexible


____________________
10. unreadable, scribbled

 ___________________
Your Sentences: Pick any five of this week’s vocabulary words and use them (properly) in a sentence; please circle the vocabulary word.  Do not use the vocabulary word as the terminal (last) word in the sentence.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
