Vocabulary List 4





                     Name____________________________

Ms. Ketchum | 8th LA

“. . . language is man’s way of communicating

 with his fellow man and it is language alone, 

which separates him from the lower animals.”

∞ Maya Angelou

Vocabulary in Context: When you come across a word you do not know, you may ascertain its definition by examining context clues—that is—use the other words (synonyms, comparisons, cause and effect, series, antonyms; also, look at the word’s prefix/suffix ) in the sentence to deduce the quasi-meaning of the word.  This may not work every time, but may most.  Read the sentences, probing for context clues and then write what you think the word means on each blank, respectively.

1.
In order to explain why he forgot to do his homework, Bob began to fabricate so many ridiculous excuses that not one seemed plausible._______________
2.
Despite all my efforts to make this a lucrative business, it continues to be a decidedly unprofitable endeavor. _______________
3.
One marauder broke through the defenses of the private club and began to plunder and steal the $50,000 casino chips. _______________
4.
A mediocre student is one who neither fails any subject nor receives any marks that are above average. _______________
5.
Although Bob has enough money to live on, the loss of most of his great wealth has left him feeling like a pauper. _______________
6.
After Sarah learned that her boyfriend was stealing her money, she decided that a rift in their relationship was immediately necessary. _______________

7.
Though he was hurt by the tactless comments, Charlie tried to show pleasure in it by twisting his lips into a weak semblance of a smile. _______________

8.
The only way I could terminate the argument peacefully was to walk away abruptly. _______________

9.
Since there is a charge for every word used in it, a telegram is usually as terse as possible. _______________
10. After driving the lawful ruler out of the country for good, the villainous duke usurped the throne and crowned himself king. _______________

Antonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the opposite in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. unprofitable, losing, in the red

_______________
2. wordy, verbose

_______________

3. outstanding, exceptional, distinguished
_______________
4. to begin, to commence, to initiate_____________
5. a millionaire, a tycoon


_______________
6. to obtain or come to by right
_______________

7. a contrast, difference; a dissimilarity
_______________
8. a reconciliation; a closing of a gap _____________

One’s vocabulary needs constant fertilizing
 or it will die.” ∞ Evelyn Waugh
Definitions:
1. fabricate

(v.)
to make up, invent; to manufacture falsely
2. lucrative

(adj.) 
bringing in money, profitable

3. marauder

(n.)
a raider, plunderer

4. mediocre

(adj.)
average, ordinary, undistinguished

5. pauper

(n.)
an extremely poor person

6. rift


(n.)
a split, break, breach

7. semblance

(n.)
a likeness; an outward appearance; an apparition 

8. terminate

(v.) 
to bring to an end

9. terse


(adj.)
brief and to the point

10. usurp

(v.)
to seize and hold a position by force or without right; commandeer
Synonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the same in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. profitable, gainful


_______________
2. ordinary, average

 ____________
3. concise, short



_______________
4. to end, to finish

_______________

5. an appearance, a façade


_______________
6. a poor person, someone destitute ______________

7. a crack, a gap



_______________
8. a raider, a looter

_______________


9. to devise, to concoct


_______________
10. to commandeer, to supplant
_______________
Your Sentences: Pick any five of this week’s vocabulary words and use them (properly) in a sentence; please circle the vocabulary word.  Do not use the vocabulary word as the terminal (last) word in the sentence.
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